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Intemational filing date (day/month/year) 

07/04/2000 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

08/04/1999 


Applicant 

THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY et al. 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the Intemational Bureau. 

This Intemational Search Report consists of a total of 4 sheets. 

[ X I It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the intemational search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language tn which it was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 



□ 



the intemational search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 



With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

I I contained in the Intemational application in written form. 

filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 



2. 

3. 



\W\ Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
I I Unity of invention is lacking (see Box 11). 



4. With regard to the title, 

I X I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

I X I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
' — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this intemational search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to l^e published with the abstract is Figure No. 



I I as suggested by the applicant. [X] None of the figures. 

I I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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itional application No. 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons; 
1. Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Fl Claims Nos.: 1-5 (ALL IN PART) 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescrifc>ed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. I Claims Nos.: 

t>ecause they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
' ' searchable claims. 

2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
' 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest [ [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant*s protest. 

I [ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 1-5 (ALL IN PART) 



Present claims 1-5 relate to a product defined by reference to a 
desirable characteristic or property, namely cooperation of the topsheet 
and the absorbent core in order to achive certain effects. 

The claims cover all products having this characteristic or property, 
whereas the application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 
PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a very 
limited number of such products. In the present case, the claims so lack 
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Independent of 
the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 5 PCT). An 
attempt is made to define the product by reference to a result to be 
achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is such as to 
render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts 
of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely 
those parts relating to the products as stated in sample No 2 in page 27, 
having a microapertured topsheet with surface energy gradients and an 
absorbent core having a mixture of softwood and hardwood fibers as 
described in page 15 2nd paragraph - page 16 last paragraph of the 
description of the claimed application. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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l-UH hURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Fomi PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/USOO/0941 1 


Intemational filing date (day/month/year) 
07/04/2000 


Priority date (da^month/year) ^ 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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II 
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III 

IV 
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VI 
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VII 




VIII 


□ 
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06/10/2000 


Date of completion of this report 
09.07.2001 


Name and mailing address of the intemational 
preliminary examining authority: 
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Authorized officer ^-t^t-^ 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/USOO/0941 1 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70, 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -36 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-15 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/1 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

n the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



r 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/USOO/0941 1 



□ the drawings. sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

{Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
Kl claims Nos. 1 -5. 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination {specify}: 

K the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements be/ouw) or said claims Nos. 1-5 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed {specif}/): 
see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

H no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 1 -5. 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Ad ill: 

1 . No international search report has been established to clainns 1 -5 and an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT) therefore cannot be 
carried out. 

2. Present claims 1 -5 relate to a product defined by reference to a desirable 
characteristic or property, namely cooperation of the topsheet and the absorbent 
core in order to achieve certain effects. 

The claims cover all products having this characteristic or property, whereas the 
application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure 
within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a very limited number of such 
products. In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the application so 
lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
was impossible. 

Ad VII: 

1 . An attempt is made to define the product by reference to a result to be achieved 
(Art. 6 PCT). 

2. To meet the requirements of Rule 6.3(b) PCT the independent claim should have 
been properly cast in the two part form, with those features which in combination 
are part of the prior art being placed in the preamble. 

3. Reference signs in parentheses should have been inserted in the claims to 
increase their intelligibility, Rule 6.2(b) PCT. This applies to both the preamble and 
characterising portion. 

4. The references to documents being incorporated by reference should have been 
deleted. If it is felt that the disclosure of these documents is necessary for an 
understanding of the present invention appropriate expressis verbis description 
should be introduced (see Guidelines Cll, 4.18). 

5. The reference to the "spirit" of the invention in the final paragraph on page 36 
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renders the intended scope of protection unclear and should have been deleted. 

6. The references to US Patent Application Serial Numbers should have been 
changed to the publication numbers. 
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